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The Iowa Memorial Plaque 
By Sam McGovern

     The next time you have the opportunity to visit Iowa 
Point at the Norfolk Naval Station and view the Memorial 
to our “Iowa 47”, look in the lower right hand corner of 
the Brass Plaque that list the names of our fallen shipmates 
and note the inscription “donated by Owen Foundry, Nor-
folk Va., December 1989”.   
     Many people may not know that in the fall of 1989,  
two very generous brothers, William “Zeke” Davenport 
& Charles “Lige” Davenport, owners of Owen Foundry in 
Norfolk,  contacted the XO, CDR. Morse and offered to 
produce and donate a large plaque depicting a silhouette of 
the ship and the names of the “Iowa 47”.  This plaque was 
presented to the ship that December and was initially dis-
played on the Quarterdeck in port and in the Ward Room 
underway.  When the establishment of Iowa Point was 

developed, this plaque was of course made the centerpiece 
of the memorial, where it resides today. 
     Lige Davenport died in the late 1990’s and Zeke passed 
away in 2005, but in both of their obituaries, among their 
most memorable accomplishments, which by the way in-
cluded building the bomb sights for the Manhattan Atom-
ic Bomb project during World War II, was the fashioning 
of the plaque that honored the Iowa crew members lost on 
19 April 1989. 
   These two great Americans, who just happen to have the 
talent & capabilities to produce a remarkable lasting im-
pression honoring the names of our shipmates, went out of 
their way to express their pride and condolences to these 
brave men. 
   Owen Foundry has long since disappeared from the 
Norfolk skyline, but the Davenport brothers will always be 
remembered as true friends of Battleship Iowa. 

William and Charles Davenport beside 
the plaque aboard the Iowa.
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The First Address
Brad Goforth

     When we think of Pearl Harbor and the beginning of 
the Second World War, we often remember the speech 
given by President Roosevelt to the Congress (see later ar-
ticle).  But in reality, it wasn’t Franklin Roosevelt who first 
addressed the nation after the attack, but the First Lady, 
Eleanor Roosevelt.  
     Mrs. Roosevelt had a weekly address for the Pan Ameri-
can Coffee Bureau (sponsor) and the program had been 
planned for weeks.  But earlier that afternoon, she had 
been upstairs and saw the serious looks on everyone’s 
faces, including her husband’s.  It didn’t take long to find 
out what happened.  
     Unsure of what she needed to do, she asked her hus-
band about the scheduled program (remember, they were 
all live at that time) and he reassured her to go ahead and 
go on as planned.  He knew Americans would need reas-
suring and Eleanor had a way of doing that.  
     The address was short, but set the stage for President 
Roosevelt’s speech the next day.  

Eleanor Roosevelt’s Remarks
December 7, 1941 
Pan American Coffee Bureau Radio Program

     Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, I am speaking 
to you tonight at a very serious moment in our history. 
The Cabinet is convening and the leaders in Congress are 
meeting with the President. The State Department and 
Army and Navy officials have been with the President all 
afternoon. In fact, the Japanese ambassador was talking 
to the president at the very time that Japan’s airships were 
bombing our citizens in Hawaii and the Philippines and 
sinking one of our transports loaded with lumber on its 
way to Hawaii.
     By tomorrow morning the members of Congress will 
have a full report and be ready for action.
     In the meantime, we the people are already prepared for 
action. For months now the knowledge that something of 
this kind might happen has been hanging over our heads
and yet it seemed impossible to believe, impossible to drop 
the everyday things of life and feel that there was only one 
thing which was important - preparation to meet an
enemy no matter where he struck. That is all over now and 
there is no more uncertainty.  We know what we have to 
face and we know that we are ready to face it.

     I should like to say just a word to the women in the 
country tonight. I have a boy at sea on a destroyer, for all 
I know he may be on his way to the Pacific. Two of my 
children are in coast cities on the Pacific. Many of you all 
over the country have boys in the services who will now 
be called upon to go into action. You have friends and 
families in what has suddenly become a danger zone. You 
cannot escape anxiety. You cannot escape a clutch of fear 
at your heart and yet I hope that the certainty of what we 
have to meet will make you rise above these fears.
     We must go about our daily business more determined 
than ever to do the ordinary things as well as we can and 
when we find a way to do anything more in our commu-
nities to help others, to build morale, to give a feeling of 
security, we must do it. Whatever is asked of us I am sure 
we can accomplish it. 
     We are the free and unconquerable people of the United 
States of America.
     To the young people of the nation, I must speak a word 
tonight. You are going to have a great opportunity. There 
will be high moments in which your strength and your 
ability will be tested. I have faith in you. I feel as though I 
was standing upon a rock and that rock is my faith in my 
fellow citizens.
     Now we will go back to the program we had ar-
ranged......

Mrs. Roosevelt went into a script in which she interviewed 
a young soldier. (This program was scheduled before the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.)

Eleanor Roosevelt
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The Speech
Brad Goforth

     It was a cold day in Washington.  The sun was out, but 
the wind blew in off the Potomac River sending a shiver 
across anyone venturing outside.  It was early afternoon.  
Most people had enjoyed a good Sunday meal and were 
lounging , napping or spending time with family and 
friends.  With the improvements to the economy Christ-
mas promised to be a very special holiday.  
     Suddenly NBC radio interrupted their broadcast tell-
ing Americans that Pearl Harbor had been attacked by 
the Japanese.  President Roosevelt heard it almost im-
mediately, but there was a problem.  He couldn’t confirm 
it.  In 1941 there were no direct lines between Hawaii and 
Washington.  There was no satellite communications and 
radio was not only spotty, but anyone could dial in and 
listen to the conversation.  The only thing available was a 
telephone cable running under the ocean that belonged to 
Bell Telephone.
     The first official word was a phone call from Admiral 
Kimmel’s office to Admiral Stark, the Chief of Naval Op-
erations.  Even that was cryptic, because once again, they 
didn’t know who might be listening.  Finally Stark insisted 
to just “tell me.”  It was reported the Japanese sent over 
around 50 planes from one carrier.  (there were six carri-
ers and ober 350 planes)  He knew that several ships ahd 
been hit, but not the extent of the damage.  Roosevelt was 
left wondering if there would be an invasion of the Hawai-
ian Islands.  It wasn’t until 3:30 that afternoon that the first 
real report came in.  The report noted that the Oklahoma 
had been sunk and the Tennessee was heavily damaged 
along with a cruiser and a minelayer.  When he finally got 
in touch with the Governor of the Territory of Hawaii,  
they were interrupted when the Governor began yelling 
they were under attack again, some three hours after the 
Japanese had left.
     President Roosevelt knew he would have to address the 

Congress to ask for a declaration of war.  He was thinking 
about a short, emotional speech.  Others in the cabinet 
wanted much more.  Because it was Sunday, all his speech-
writers were at home.  He called in his secretary, Grace 
Tully, and began dictating what he wanted to say.  
     Mrs. Tully recalled that Roosevelt spoke slowly and 
carefully, but that he didn’t go back to make changes.  He 
instead dictated the speech without pause and then sent it 
in for typing.
     After receiving the first draft, President Roosevelt took 
a pencil and began to edit.  After a few minutes, he called 
Secretary of State Hull and read it to him.  Hull urged 
him to instead spell out all the grievances and issues the 
United States had with Japan.  But Roosevelt rejected the 
idea.  This speech had to be a more emotional plea.  He 
didn’t want anyone to get confused or worse, bored with 
the speech.  
     The next day, Roosevelt addressed Congress.  History 
tells us Roosevelt was correct.  His speech, lasting only a 
few minutes, is one of the most recognized and remem-
bered speeches ever placed before the American People.  
      The draft of the speech with the President’s changes, is 
on the following pages, along with the final version.
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The Speech as Delivered to Congress
     Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Sen-
ate, and of the House of Representatives:
     Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will live 
in infamy -- the United States of America was suddenly 
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the 
Empire of Japan.
     The United States was at peace with that nation and, at 
the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its 
government and its emperor looking toward the mainte-
nance of peace in the Pacific.
     Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had 
commenced bombing in the American island of Oahu, 
the Japanese ambassador to the United States and his col-
league delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply 
to a recent American message. And while this reply stated 
that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic 
negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of 
armed attack.

     It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from 
Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately 
planned many days or even weeks ago. During the inter-
vening time, the Japanese government has deliberately 
sought to deceive the United States by false statements and 
expressions of hope for continued peace.
     The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has caused 
severe damage to American naval and military forces. 
I regret to tell you that very many American lives have 
been lost. In addition, American ships have been reported 
torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and 
Honolulu.
     Yesterday, the Japanese government also launched an 
attack against Malaya.
     Last night, Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.
     Last night, Japanese forces attacked Guam.
     Last night, Japanese forces attacked the Philippine 
Islands.
     Last night, the Japanese attacked Wake Island.
     And this morning, the Japanese attacked Midway Is-
land.
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     Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive 
extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yes-
terday and today speak for themselves. The people of the 
United States have already formed their opinions and well 
understand the implications to the very life and safety of 
our nation.
     As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I have 
directed that all measures be taken for our defense. But 
always will our whole nation remember the character of 
the onslaught against us.
     No matter how long it may take us to overcome this 
premeditated invasion, the American people in their righ-
teous might will win through to absolute victory.
     I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of 
the people when I assert that we will not only defend our-
selves to the uttermost, but will make it very certain that 
this form of treachery shall never again endanger us.
     Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our 
people, our territory, and our interests are in grave danger.
     With confidence in our armed forces, with the un-
bounding determination of our people, we will gain the 
inevitable triumph -- so help us God.
     I ask that the Congress declare that since the unpro-
voked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December 
7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United 
States and the Japanese empire.

Articles for the Government of the United States Navy, 1930

Rocks and Shoals
Rocks and Shoals was the informal name of those Articles 
for the Government of the United States Navy.  Justice under 
the Articles was swift and tended to be harsh.  It was re-
placed by the Uniform Code of Military Justice in 1951.
When Iowa was commissioned, these regulations were in 
effect.  It is interesting to see the changes between now and 
then.

The Navy of the United States shall be governed by the follow-
ing articles:
Article 1
The commanders of all fleets, squadrons, naval stations, and 
vessels belonging to the Navy are required to show in them-
selves a good example of virtue, honor, patriotism, and subor-
dination; to be vigilant in inspecting the conduct of all persons 
who are placed under their command; to guard against and 
suppress all dissolute and immoral practices; and to correct, 
according to the laws and regulations of the Navy, all persons 
who are guilty of them; and any such commander who offends 
against this article shall be punished as a court-martial may 
direct.
Article 2
The commanders of vessels and naval stations to which chap-
lains are attached shall cause divine service to be performed on 
Sunday whenever the weather and other circumstances allow it 
to be done; and it is earnestly recommended to all officers, sea-
men, and others in the naval service diligently to attend at every 
performance of the worship of Almighty God.
Article 3
Any irreverent or unbecoming behavior during divine service 
shall be punished as a general or summary court-martial may 

Divine Services aboard the North Carolina (USN)

President Roosevelt address Congress.
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direct.
Article 4
The punishment of death, or such other punishment as a court 
martial may adjudge, may be inflicted on any person in the 
naval service --
Who makes, or attempts to make, or unites with any mutiny 
or mutinous assembly, or, being witness to or present at any 
mutiny does not do his utmost to suppress it; or, knowing of any 
mutinous assembly or of any intended mutiny, does not imme-
diately communicate his knowledge to his superior or com-
manding officer;
Or disobeys the lawful orders of his superior officers;
Or strikes or assaults, or attempts or threatens to strike or as-
sault, his superior officer while in the execution of the duties of 
his office;

Or gives any intelligence to, or holds or entertains any inter-
course with, an enemy or rebel, without leave from the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of the Navy, the commander in chief of the 
fleet, the commander of the squadron, or, in case of a vessel 
acting singly, from his commanding officer;
Or receives any message or letter from an enemy or rebel, or, 
being aware of the unlawful reception of such message or letter, 
fails to take the earliest opportunity to inform his superior or 
commanding officer thereof;
Or, in time of war, deserts or entices others to desert;
Or, in time of war, deserts or betrays his trust, or entices or aids 
others to desert or betray their trust;
Or, sleeps upon his watch;
Or leaves his station before being regularly relieved;
Or intentionally or willfully suffers any vessel of the Navy to be 
stranded, or run upon rocks or shoals, or improperly hazarded 
or maliciously or willfully injures any vessel of the Navy, or any 
part of her tackle, armament, or equipment, whereby the safety 
the vessel is hazarded or the lives of the crew exposed to danger.
Or unlawfully sets on fire, or otherwise unlawfully destroys any 
public property not at the time in possession of an enemy, pirate 
or rebel;
Or strikes or attempts to strike the flag to an enemy or rebel 
without proper authority, or, when engaged in battle, treacher-

ously yields or pusillanimously cries for quarter;
Or, in time of battle, displays cowardice, negligence, or disaf-
fection, or withdraws from or keeps out of danger to which he 
should expose himself;
Or, in time of battle, deserts his duty or station, or entices oth-
ers to do so;
Or does not properly observe the orders of his commanding 
officer, and use his utmost exertions to carry them into execu-
tion when ordered to prepare for or join in, or when actually 
engaged in, battle, or while in sight of an enemy;
Or, being in command of a fleet, squadron, or vessel acting 
singly, neglects, when an engagement is probable, or when an 
armed vessel of an enemy or rebel is in sight, to prepare and 
clear his ship or ships for action;
Or does not, upon signal for battle, use his utmost exertions to 
join in battle;
Or fails to encourage in his own person, his inferior officers and 
men to fight courageously;
Or does not do his utmost to overtake and capture or destroy 
any vessel which it is his duty to encounter;
Or does not afford all practicable relief and assistance to vessels 
belonging to the United States or their allies when engaged in 
battle.
Article 5
All persons who, in time of war or of rebellion against the 
supreme authority of the United States, come or are found in 
the capacity of spies, or who bring, or deliver any seducing let-
ter or message from an enemy or rebel, or endeavor to corrupt 
any person in the Navy to betray his trust, shall suffer death, or 
such other punishment as a court-martial may adjudge.
Article 6
If any person belonging to any public vessel of the United States 
commits the crime of murder without the territorial jurisdic-
tion thereof, he may be tried by court-martial and punished 
with death.
Article 7
A naval court-martial may adjudge the punishment of impris-
onment for life, or for a stated term, at hard labor, in any case 
where it is authorized to adjudge the punishment of death; and 
such sentences of imprisonment and hard labor may be carried 
into execution in any prison or penitentiary under the control 
of the United States, or which the United States may be allowed 
by the legislature of any State to use; and persons so imprisoned 
in the prison or penitentiary of any State or Territory shall be 
subject in all respects to the same discipline and treatment as 
convicts sentenced by the courts of the State or Territory in 
which the same may be situated.
Article 8
Such punishment as a court-martial may adjudge may be 
inflicted on any person in the Navy --
Who is guilty of profane swearing, falsehood, drunkenness, 
gambling, fraud, theft, or any other scandalous conduct tending 
to the destruction of good morals;
Or is guilty of cruelty toward or oppression or maltreatment of 
any person subject to his orders;
Or quarrels with, strikes, or assaults, or uses provoking or 

Mutiny aboard USS Somers 
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reproachful 
words, ges-
tures, or men-
aces toward 
any person in 
the Navy;
Or endeavors 
to foment 
quarrels 
between other 
persons in the 
Navy;
Or sends or 
accepts a chal-
lenge to fight a 
duel or acts as 
a second in a 
duel;
Or treats 
his superior 
officer with 
contempt, or is disrespectful to him in language or deportment, 
while in the execution of his office;
Or joins in or abets any combination to weaken the lawful au-
thority of or lessen the respect due to his commanding officer;
Or utters any seditious or mutinous words;
Or is negligent or careless in obeying orders or culpably ineffi-
cient in the performance of duty;
Or does not use his best exertions to prevent the unlawful de-
struction of public property by others;
Or, through inattention or negligence, suffers any vessel of the 
Navy to be stranded, or run upon a rock or shoal, or hazarded;
Or, when attached to any vessel appointed as convoy to any 
merchant or other vessels, fails diligently to perform his duty, or 
demands or exacts any compensation for his services, or mal-
treats the officers or crews of such merchant or other vessels;
Or takes, receives, or permits to be received, on board the vessel 
to which he is attached any goods or merchandise for freight, 
sale, or traffic, except gold, silver, or jewels for freight or safe-
keeping; or demands or receives any compensation for the 
receipt or transportation of any other article than gold, silver, or 
jewels without authority from the President or Secretary of the 
Navy;
Or knowingly makes or signs, or aids, abets, directs, or procures 
the making or signing of, any false muster;
Or wastes any ammunition, provisions, or other public proper-
ty, or, having power to prevent it, knowingly permits such waste;
Or, when on shore, plunders, abuses, or maltreats any inhabit-
ant or injures his property in any way;
Or refuses or fails to use his utmost exertions to detect, ap-
prehend, and bring to punishment all offenders, or to aid all 
persons appointed for that purpose;
Or, when rated or acting as master-at-arms, refuses to receive 
such prisoners as may be committed to his charge, or, having re-
ceived them, suffers them to escape, or dismisses them without 
orders from the proper authority;

Or is absent from his station or duty without leave or after his 
leave has expired;
Or violates or refuses obedience to any lawful general order or 
regulation issued by the Secretary of the Navy;
Or, in time of peace, deserts or attempts to desert, or aids and 
entices others to desert;
Or receives or entertains any deserter from any other vessel of 
the Navy, knowing him to be such, and does not, with all con-
venient speed, give notice of such deserter to the commander 
of the vessel to which he belongs, or to the commander in chief, 
or to the commander of the squadron.
Article 9
Any officer who absents himself from his command without 
leave may, by the sentence of a court-martial, be reduced to the 
rating of seaman, second class.
Article 10
Any commissioned officer of the Navy or Marine Corps who, 
having tendered his resignation, quits his post or proper duties 
without leave and with intent to remain permanently absent 
therefrom, prior to due notice of the acceptance of such resig-
nation, shall be deemed and punished as a deserter.
Article 11
No person in the naval service shall procure stores or other 
articles or supplies for, and dispose thereof to, the officers or 
enlisted men on vessels of the Navy or at navy yards or naval 
stations for his own account or benefit.
Article 12
No person connected with the Navy shall, under any pretense, 
import in a public vessel any article which is liable to the pay-
ment of duty.
Article 13
Distilled spirits shall be admitted on board of vessels of war 
only upon the order and under the control of the medical of-
ficers of such vessels and to be used only for medical purposes
Article 14
Fine and imprisonment, or such other punishment as a court 
martial may adjudge, shall be inflicted upon any person in the 
naval service of the United States--
Who presents or causes to be, presented to any person in the 
civil, military, or naval service thereof, for approval or payment, 
any claim against the United States or any officer thereof know-
ing such claim to be false or fraudulent; or
Who enters into any agreement or conspiracy to defraud the 
United States by obtaining, or aiding others to obtain, the al-
lowance, or pay of any false or fraudulent claim; or
Who, for the purpose of obtaining or aiding others to obtain, 
the approval, allowance, or payment of any claim against the 
United States or against any officer thereof, makes or uses, or 
procures or advises the making or use of, any writing, or other 
paper, knowing the same to contain any false or fraudulent 
statement; or
Who, for the purpose of obtaining, or aiding others to obtain, 
the approval, allowance, or payment of any claim against the 
United States or any officer thereof, makes, or procures, or 
advises the making of, any oath to any fact or to any writing or 
other paper knowing such oath to be false; or

USS Yorktown brig.  (USN)
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Who, for the purpose of obtaining, or aiding others to obtain, 
the approval, allowance, or payment of any claim against the 
United States or any officer thereof, forges or counterfeits, or 
procures or advises the forging or counterfeiting of, any signa-
ture upon any writing or other paper, or uses, or procures or 
advises the use of, any such signature, knowing the same to be 
forged or counterfeited; or
Who, having charge, possession, custody, or control of any mon-
ey or other property of the United States, furnished or intended 
for the naval service thereof, knowingly delivers, or causes to be 
delivered, to any person having authority to receive the same, 
any amount thereof less than that for which he receives a certifi-
cate or receipt; or
Who, being authorized to make or deliver any paper certifying 
the receipt of any money or other property of the United States, 
furnished or intended for the naval service thereof, makes, or 
delivers to any person, such writing, without having full knowl-
edge of the truth of the statements therein contained, and with 
intent to defraud the United States; or
Who steals, embezzles, knowingly and willfully misappropriates, 
applies to his own use or benefit, or wrongfully and knowingly 
sells or disposes of any ordnance, arms, equipment, ammuni-
tion, clothing, subsistence stores, money, or other property 
of the United States, furnished or intended for the military or 
naval service thereof; or
Who knowingly purchases, or receives in pledge for any obliga-
tion or indebtedness, from any other person who is a part of or 
employed in said service, any ordnance, arms, equipment’s, am-
munition, clothing, subsistence stores, or other property of the 
United States, such other person not having lawful right to sell 
or pledge the same; or
Who executes, attempts, or countenances any other fraud 
against the United States.
And if any person, being guilty of any of the offenses described 
in this article while in the naval service, receives his discharge or 
is dismissed from the service he shall continue to be liable to be 
arrested and held for trial and sentence by court-martial in the, 
same manner and to the same extent as if he had not received 

such, discharge nor been dismissed.
Article 15
The proceeds of vessels or any property hereafter captured, con-
demned as prize, shall not be distributed among the captors, in 
whole or in part, nor shall any bounty be paid for the sinking or 
destruction of vessels of the enemy hereafter occurring in time 
of war.
Article 16
No person in the Navy shall take out of a prize, or vessel seized 
as a prize, any money, plate, goods, or any part of her equipment 
unless it be for the better preservation thereof or unless such 
articles are absolutely needed for the use of any of the vessels or 
armed forces of the United States before the same are adjudged 
lawful prize by a competent court; but the whole, without fraud, 
concealment, or embezzlement, shall be brought in in order that 
judgment may be passed thereon; and every person who offends 
against this article shall be punished as a court- martial may 
direct.
Article 17
If any person in the Navy strips off the clothes of or pillages or 
in any manner maltreats any person taken on board a prize, he 
shall suffer such punishment as a court-martial may adjudge.
Article 18
Every person who in time of war deserts the naval service of the 
United States shall be deemed to have voluntarily relinquished 
and forfeited his rights of citizenship, as well as his right to 
become a citizen, and shall be forever incapable of holding any 
office of trust or profit under the United States, or of exercising 
any rights of citizens thereof.
Article 19
Any officer who knowingly enlists into the naval service any 
person who has deserted in time of war from the naval or 
military service of the United States or any insane or intoxi-
cated person or any minor between the ages of 14 and 18 years 
without the consent of his parents or guardian or any minor 
under the age of 14 years shall be punished as a court-martial 
may direct.
Article 20
Every commanding officer of a vessel in the Navy shall obey the 
following rules:
Whenever a man enters on board the commanding officer shall 
cause an accurate entry to be made in the ship’s books, showing 
his name, the date, place and term of his enlistment, the place 
or vessel from which he was received on board, his rating, his 
descriptive list, his age, place of birth, and citizenship, with such 
remarks as may be necessary.
He shall, before sailing, transmit to the Secretary of the Navy a 
complete list of the rated men under his command, showing the 
particulars set forth in rule one, and a list of officers and pas-
sengers, showing the date of their entering. And he shall cause 
similar lists to be made out on the first day of every third month 
and transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy as opportunities 
occur, accounting therein for any casualty which may have hap-
pened since the last list.
He shall cause to be accurately minuted on the ship’s books the 
names of any persons dying or deserting and the time at which 

Sailors enjoy a beer at Ulithi Atol (USN)
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such death or desertion occurs.
In case of the death of any officer, man, or passenger on said 
vessel he shall take care that the paymaster secures all the prop-
erty, of the deceased for the benefit of his legal representatives.
He shall not receive on board any man transferred from any 
other vessel or station to him unless such man is furnished with 
an account, signed by the captain and paymaster of the vessel or 
station from which he came, specifying the date of his entry on 
said vessel or at said station, the period and term of his service, 
the sums paid him, the balance due him, the quality in which he 
was rated, and his descriptive list.
He shall, whenever officers or men are sent from his ship for 
whatever cause, take care that each man is furnished with a 
complete statement of his account, specifying the date of his 
enlistment, the period and term of his service, and his descrip-
tive list. Said account shall be signed by the commanding officer 
and paymaster.
He shall cause frequent inspections to be made into the condi-
tion of the provisions on his ship and use every precaution for 
their preservation.
He shall frequently consult with the surgeon in regard to the 
sanitary condition of his crew and shall use all proper means 
to preserve their health. And he shall cause a convenient place 
to be set apart for sick or disabled men, to which he shall have 
them removed, with their hammocks and bedding, when the 
surgeon so advises, and shall direct that some of the crew attend 
them and keep the place clean.
He shall attend in person, or appoint a proper officer to attend, 
when his crew is finally paid off, to see that justice is done to the 
men and to the United States in the settlement of the accounts.
He shall cause the Articles for the Government of the Navy 
to be hung up in some public part of the ship and read once a 
month to his ship’s company.
Every commanding officer who offends against the provisions of 
this article shall be punished as a court-martial may direct.
Article 21
When the crew of any vessel of the United States are separated 
from their vessel by means of her wreck, loss or destruction, 
all the command and authority given to the officers of such 
vessel shall remain in full force until such ship’s company shall 
be regularly discharged from or ordered again into service, or 
until a court-martial or court of inquiry shall be held to inquire 
into the loss of said vessel. And if any officer or man, after such 
wreck, loss, or destruction, acts contrary to the discipline of the 
Navy, he shall be punished as a court-martial may direct.
Article 22
(a) All offenses committed by persons belonging to the Navy 
which are not specified in the foregoing articles shall be pun-
ished as a court-martial may direct.
(b) Fraudulent enlistment, and the receipt of any pay or allow-
ance thereunder, is hereby declared an offense against naval 
discipline and made punishable by general court-martial, under 
this article.
Article 23
All offenses committed by persons belonging to the Navy while 
on shore shall be punished in the same manner as if they had 

been committed at sea.
Article 24
No commander of a vessel shall inflict upon a commissioned or 
warrant officer any other punishment than private reprimand, 
suspension from duty, arrest, or confinement, and such suspen-
sion, or confinement shall not continue longer than 10 days, 
unless a further period is necessary to bring the offender to trial 
by a court-martial; nor shall he inflict, or cause to be inflicted, 
upon any petty officer, or person of inferior rating, or marine, 
for a single offense, or at any one time, any other than one of the 
following punishments, namely:
Reduction of any rating established by himself.
Confinement, not exceeding 10 days, unless further confine-
ment be necessary in the case of a prisoner to be tried by court-
martial.
Solitary confinement, on bread and water, not exceeding five 
days
Solitary confinement not exceeding seven days.
Deprivation of liberty on shore.
Extra duties.
No other punishment shall be permitted on board of vessels 
belonging to the Navy, except by sentence of a court-martial. 
All punishments inflicted by the commander, or by his order, 
except reprimands, shall be fully entered upon the ship’s log.
Article 25
(a) All officers of the Navy and Marine Corps who are autho-
rized to order either general or summary courts-martial shall 
have the same authority to inflict minor punishments as is con-
ferred by law upon the commander of a naval vessel.
(b) No officer who may command by accident, or in the absence 
of the commanding officer, except when such commanding of-
ficer is absent for a time by leave, shall inflict any other punish-
ment than confinement.
Article 26
Summary courts-martial may be ordered upon petty officers 
and enlisted men in the naval service under his command 
by the commanding officer of any vessel, the commandant of 
any navy yard or naval station, the commanding officer of any 
brigade, regiment, or separate or detached battalion, or other 

Sailors go below after retrieving the mail (USN)
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separate or detached command, or marine barracks, and, when 
empowered by the Secretary of the Navy, by the commanding 
officer or officer in charge of any command not specifically men-
tioned in the foregoing, for the trial of offenses which such com-
manding officer or commandant may deem deserving of greater 
punishment than he is authorized to inflict, but not sufficient to 
require trial by a general court-martial.
Article 27
A summary court-martial shall consist of three officers not 
below the rank of ensign as members, and of a recorder. The 
commander of a ship may order any officer under his command 
to act as such recorder.
Article 28
Before proceeding to trial the members of a summary court-
martial shall take the following oath or affirmation, which shall 
be administered by the recorder: “ I, A B, do swear (or affirm) 
that I will well and truly try, without prejudice or partiality, the 
case now depending, according to the evidence which shall be 
adduced, the laws for the government of the Navy, and my own 
conscience.” After which the recorder of the court shall take the 
following oath or affirmation, which shall be administered by 
the senior member of the court: “ I, A B, do swear (or affirm) 
that I will keep a true record of the evidence which shall be 
given before this court and of the proceedings thereof.”
Article 29
Except as provided in articles 60 and 68, all testimony before a 
summary court-martial shall be given orally, upon oath or af-
firmation, administered by the senior member of the court.
Article 30
Summary courts-martial may sentence petty officers and per-
sons of inferior ratings to either a part or the whole, as may be 
appropriate, of any one of the following punishments, namely:
Discharge from the service with bad-conduct discharge; but the 
sentence shall not be carried into effect in a foreign country.
Solitary confinement, not exceeding 30 days, on bread and water 
or on diminished rations.
Solitary confinement, not exceeding 30 days.
Confinement not exceeding two months.
Reduction to next inferior rating.
Deprivation of liberty on shore on foreign station.
Extra police duties and loss of pay, not to exceed three months, 
may be added to any of the above-mentioned punishments.
Article 31
A summary court-martial may disrate any rated person for 
incompetency.
Article 32
No sentence of a summary court-martial shall be carried into 
execution until the proceedings and sentence have been ap-
proved by the officer ordering the court, or his successor in of-
fice, and by his immediate superior in command: Provided, That 
if the officer ordering the court, or his successor in office, be the 
senior officer present, such sentence may be carried into execu-
tion upon his approval thereof, subject to provisions of article 54 
(b).
Article 33

The officer ordering a summary court-martial shall have power 
to remit, in part or altogether, but not to commute, the sentence 
of the court. And it shall be his duty either to remit any part or 
the whole of any sentence, the execution of which would, in the 
opinion of surgeon or senior medical officer on board, given in 
writing, produce serious injury to the health of the person sen-
tenced; or to submit the case again, without delay, to the same 
or to another summary court-martial, which shall have power, 
upon the testimony already taken to remit the former punish-
ment and to assign some other of the authorized punishments 
in the place thereof.
Article 34
The proceedings of summary courts shall be conducted with 
much conciseness and precision as may be consistent with 
the ends of justice and under such forms and rules as may be 
prescribed the Secretary of the Navy, with the approval of the 
President, and all such proceedings shall be transmitted in the 
usual mode to the Navy Department, where they shall be kept 
on file for a period two years from date of trial, after which time 
they may be destroyed in the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Navy.
Article 35
Any punishment which a summary court-martial is authorized 
to inflict may be inflicted by a general court-martial.
Article 36
No officer shall be dismissed from the naval service except by 
the order of the President or by sentence of a general court- 
martial; and in time of peace no officer shall be dismissed ex-
cept in pursuance of the sentence of a general court-martial or 
in mitigation thereof: Provided, That the President is authorized 
to drop from the rolls of the Navy or Marine Corps any officer 
thereof who is absent from duty without leave for a period of 
three months or more, or who, having been found guilty by the 
civil authorities of any offense, is finally sentenced to confine-
ment in a State or Federal penitentiary: Provided further, That 
no officer so dropped shall be eligible for reappointment.
Article 37
When any officer, dismissed by order of the President, makes, 
in writing, an application for trial, setting forth, under oath that 
he has been wrongfully dismissed, the President shall, as soon 

Navy court martial trial (USN)
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as the necessities of the service may permit, convene a court-
martial to try such officer on the charges on which he shall have 
been dismissed. And if such court-martial shall not be con-
vened within six months from the presentation of such applica-
tion for trial, or if such court, being convened, shall not award 
dismissal or death as the punishment of such officer, the order 
of dismissal by the President shall be void: Provided, That the 
accounting officers are prohibited from making any allowance 
to any officer of the Navy who has been, or may hereafter be, 
dismissed from the service and restored to the same under the 
provisions of this article, to exceed more than pay as on leave 
for six months from the date of dismissal, unless it shall appear 
that the officer demanded in writing, addressed to the Secretary 
of the Navy, and continued to demand as often as once in six 
months, a trial as provided for in this article.
Article 38
General courts-martial may be convened:
(1) By the President, the Secretary of the Navy, the commander 
in chief of a fleet or squadron, and the commanding officer of a 
naval station beyond the continental limits of the United States; 
and
(2) When empowered by the Secretary of the Navy, by the com-
manding officer of a squadron, division, flotilla, or larger naval 
force afloat, and of a brigade or larger force of the naval service 
on shore beyond the continental limits of the United States; and
(3) In time of war, if then so empowered by the Secretary of the 
Navy, by the commandant of any navy yard or naval station and 
by the commanding officer of a brigade or larger force of Navy 
or Marine Corps, on shore not attached to a navy yard or naval 
station.
Article 39
A general court-martial shall consist of not more than 13 nor 
less than 5 commissioned officers as members; and as many offi-
cers not exceeding 13, as can be convened without injury to the 
service shall be summoned on every such court. But in no case, 
where it can be avoided without injury to the service, shall more 
than half, exclusive of the president, be junior to the officer to 
be tried. The senior officer shall always preside and the others 
shall take place according to their rank.
Article 40
The president of the general court-martial shall administer the 
following oath or affirmation to the judge advocate or person 
officiating as such:
“ I, A B, do swear (or affirm) that I will keep a true record of the 
evidence given to and the proceedings of this court; that I will 
not divulge or by any means disclose the sentence of the court 
until it shall have been approved by the proper authority; and 
that I will not at any time divulge or disclose the vote or opinion 
of any particular member of the court, unless required so to do 
before court of justice in due course of law.”
This oath or affirmation being duly administered, each member 
of the court, before proceeding to trial, shall take the following 
oath or affirmation, which shall be administered by the judge 
advocate or person officiating as such:
“ I, A B, do swear (or affirm) that I will truly try, without preju-

dice or partiality, the case now depending, according to the 
evidence which shall come before the court, the rules for the 
government the Navy, and my own conscience; that I will not by 
any means divulge or disclose the sentence of the court until it 
shall have been approved by the proper authority; and that I will 
not at any time divulge or disclose the vote or opinion of any 
particular member of the court, unless required to do so before 
a court of justice in due course of law.”
Article 41
An oath or affirmation in the following form shall be adminis-
tered to all witnesses before any court-martial by the president 
thereof :
“ You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the evidence you shall 
give in the case now before this court shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and that you will state 

everything within your knowledge in relation to the charges. So 
help you God (or, ‘this you do under the pains and penalty of 
perjury’).”
Article 42
(a) Whenever any person refuses to give his evidence or to give 
it in the manner provided by these articles, or to give it in the 
manner provided by these articles, or prevaricates, or behaves 
with contempt to the court, it still be lawful for the court to 
imprison him for any time not exceeding two months: Provided 
That the person charged shall, at his own request but not other-
wise, be a competent witness before a court-martial or court of 
inquiry, and his failure to make such request shall not create any 
presumption against him.
(b) A naval court-martial or court of inquiry shall have power 
to issue like process to compel witnesses to appear and testify 
which United States courts of criminal jurisdiction within the 
State, Territory, or District where such naval court shall be or-
dered to sit may lawfully issue.
(c) Any person duly subpoenaed to appear as a witness before 
a general court-martial or court of inquiry of the Navy, who 
willfully neglects or refuses to appear, or refuses to qualify as a 
witness or to testify or produce documentary evidence, which 
such person may have been legally subpoenaed to produce, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, for which such person shall 
be punished on information in the district court of the United 

An officer is sworn in (USN)
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States; and it shall be the duty of the United States district at-
torney, on the certification of the facts to him by such naval 
court to file an information against and prosecute the person 
so offending, and the punishment of such person, on convic-
tion, shall be a fine. of not more than $500 or imprisonment 
not to exceed six months, or both, at the discretion of the court: 
Provided that this shall not apply to persons residing beyond 
the State, Territory, or District in which such naval court is held, 
and that the fees of such witness and his mileage at the rates 
provided for witnesses in the United States district court for said 
State, Territory, or district shall be duly paid or tendered said 
witness, such amounts to be paid by the Bureau of Supplies and 
Accounts out of the appropriation for compensation of wit-
nesses: Provided further, That no witness shall be compelled to 
incriminate himself or to answer any question which may tend 
to incriminate or degrade him.
Article 43
The person accused shall be furnished 
with a true copy of the charges, with 
the specifications, at the time he is put 
under arrest; and no other charges 
than those so furnished shall be urged 
against him at the trial, unless it shall 
appear to the court that intelligence 
of such other charge had not reached 
the officer ordering the court when the 
accused was put under arrest, or that 
some witness material to the support of 
such charge was at that time absent and 
can be produced at the trial; in which 
case reasonable times shall be given to 
the accused to make his defense against 
such new charge.
Article 44
Every officer who is arrested for trial 
shall deliver up his sword to his com-
manding officer and confine himself to the limits assigned him, 
on pain of dismissal from the service.
Article 45
When the proceedings of any general court-martial have com-
menced they shall not be suspended or delayed on account 
of the absence of any of the members, provided five or more 
are assembled; but the court is enjoined to sit from day to day, 
Sundays excepted, until sentence is given, unless temporarily 
adjourned by the authority which convened it.
Article 46
No member of a general court-martial shall, after the proceed-
ings are begun, absent himself therefrom except in case of sick-
ness or of an order to go on duty from a superior officer, on pain 
of being cashiered.
Article 47
Whenever any member of a court-martial from any legal cause 
is absent from the court after the commencement of a case, all 
the witnesses who have been examined during his absence must, 
when he is ready to resume his seat, be recalled by the court and 
the recorded testimony of each witness so examined must be 

read over to him, and such witness must acknowledge the same 
to be correct and be subject to such further examination as the 
said member may require. Without a compliance with this rule, 
and an entry thereof upon the record, a member who shall have 
been absent during the examination of a witness shall not be 
allowed to sit again in that particular case.
Article 48
Whenever a court-martial sentences an officer to be suspended, 
it may suspend his pay and emoluments for the whole or any 
part of the time of his suspension.
Article 49
In no case shall punishment by flogging, or by branding, mark-
ing, or tattooing on the body be adjudged by any court-martial 
or be inflicted upon any person in the Navy. The use of irons, 
single or double, is abolished, except for the purpose of safe 
custody or when part of a sentence imposed by a general court-
martial.

Article 50
No person shall be sentenced by a court-martial to suffer death, 
except by the concurrence of two-thirds of the members Pres-
ent, and in the cases where such punishment is expressly pro-
vided in these articles. All other sentences may be determined 
by a majority of votes.
Article 51
It shall be the duty of a court-martial, in all cases of conviction, 
to adjudge a punishment adequate to the nature of the offence; 
but the members thereof may recommend the persons con-
victed as deserving of clemency, and state, on the record, their 
reasons for so doing.
Article 52
The judgment of every court-martial shall be, authenticated by 
the signature of the president and of every member who may 
be present when said judgment is pronounced, and also of the 
judge advocate.
Article 53
No sentence of a court-martial, extending to the loss of life or to 
the dismissal of a commissioned or warrant officer, shall be car-

Civil War Naval Court Martial
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ried into execution until confirmed by the President. All other 
sentences of a general court-martial may be carried into execu-
tion on confirmation of the commander of the fleet or officer 
ordering the court.
Article 54
(a) Every officer who is authorized to convene a general court-
martial shall have power, on revision of its proceedings, to remit 
or mitigate, but not to commute, the sentence of any such court 
which he is authorized to approve and confirm.
(b) The Secretary of the Navy may set aside the proceedings or 
remit or mitigate, in whole or in part, the sentence imposed by 
any naval court-martial convened by his order or by that of any 
officer of the Navy or Marine Corps.
Article 55
Courts of inquiry may be convened by the President, the Sec-
retary of the Navy, the commander of a fleet or squadron, and 
by any officer of the naval service authorized by law to convene 
general courts-martial.
Article 56
A court of inquiry shall consist of not more than three commis-
sioned officers as members, and of a judge advocate, or person 
officiating as such.
Article 57
Courts of inquiry shall have power to summon witnesses, 
administer oaths, and punish contempts in the same manner as 
courts-martial; but they shall only state facts, and shall not give 
the opinion unless expressly required so to do in the order for 
convening.
Article 58
The judge advocate, or person officiating as such, shall admin-
ister to the members the following oath or affirmation: “You do 
swear (or affirm) well and truly to examine and inquire, accord-
ing to the evidence, into the matter now before you without 
partiality.” After which the president shall administer to the 
judge advocate or person officiating as such, the following oath 
or affirmation “You do swear (or affirm) truly to record the pro-
ceedings of this court and the evidence to be given in the case in 
hearing.”
Article 59
The party whose conduct shall be the subject of inquiry, or his 

attorney, shall have the right to cross examine all the witnesses.
Article 60
The proceedings of courts of inquiry shall be authenticated 
by the signature of the president of the court and of the judge 
advocate, and shall, in all cases not capital nor extending to the 
dismissal of a commissioned or warrant officer, be evidence 
before a court-martial, provided oral testimony can not be 
obtained.
Article 61
No person shall be tried by court-martial or otherwise pun-
ished for any offense, except as provided in the following article, 
which appears to have been committed more than two years 
before the issuing of the order for such trial or punishment, 
unless by reason of having absented himself or for some other 
manifest impediment he shall not have been amenable to justice 
within that period.
Article 62
No person shall be tried by court-martial or otherwise punished 
for desertion in time of peace, committed more than two years 
before the issuing of the order for such trial or punishment, un-
less he shall meanwhile have absented himself from the United 
States or by reason of some other manifest impediment shall 
not have been amenable to justice within that period, in which 
case the time of his absence shall be excluded in computing the 
period of the limitation: Provided, That said limitation shall 
not begin until the end of the term for which said person was 
enlisted in the service.
Article 63
Whenever, by any of the Articles for the Government of the 
Navy of the United States, the punishment on conviction of an 
offense is left to the discretion of the court-martial, the punish-
ment therefor shall not, in time of peace, be in excess of a limit 
which the President may prescribe.
Article 64
(a) All officers of the Navy and Marine Corps who are autho-
rized to order either general or summary courts-martial may 
order deck courts upon enlisted men under their command, for 
minor offenses now triable by summary court-martial.
(b) Deck courts shall consist of one commissioned officer only, 
who, while serving in such capacity shall have power to admin-
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ister oaths, to hear and determine cases, and to impose either 
a part or the whole, as may be appropriate, of any one of the 
punishments prescribed by article 30 of the Articles for the Gov-
ernment of the Navy: Provided, That in no case shall such courts 
adjudge discharge from the service or adjudge confinement or 
forfeiture of pay for a longer period than 20 days.
(c) Any person in the Navy under command of the officer by 
whose order a deck court is convened may be detailed to act as 
recorder thereof.
(d) All sentences of deck courts may be carried into effect upon 
approval of the convening authority or his successor in office, 
who shall have full power as reviewing authority to remit or 
mitigate, but not to commute, any such sentence and to pardon 
any punishment such court may adjudge; but no sentence of a 
deck court shall carried into effect until it shall have been so ap-
proved or mitigated.
(e) Deck courts shall be governed in all details of their constitu-
tion, powers, and procedure, except as herein provided, by such 
rules and regulations as the President may prescribe.
(f) The records of the proceedings of deck courts shall con-
tain such matters only as are necessary to enable the reviewing 
authorities to act intelligently thereon, except that if the party 
accused demands it within 30 days after the decision of the 
deck court shall become known to him, the entire record or so 
much as he desires shall be sent to the reviewing authority. Such 
records, after action thereon by the convening authority, shall be 
forwarded directly to, and shall be filed in, the office of the Judge 
Advocate General of the Navy, where they shall be reviewed, 
and, when necessary, submitted to the Secretary of the Navy for 
his action.
(g) No person who objects thereto shall be brought to trial be-
fore a deck court. Where such objection is made by the person 
accused, trial shall be ordered by summary or by general court-
martial, as may be appropriate.
Article 65
When actively serving under the Navy Department in time of 
war or during the existence of an emergency, pursuant to law, 
as a part of the naval forces of the United States, commissioned 
officers of the Naval Reserve, Marine Corps Reserve, Naval 
Militia, Coast Guard, Lighthouse Service, Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, and Public Health Service are empowered to serve on 
naval courts-martial and deck courts under such regulations 
necessary for the proper administration of justice and in the 
interests of the services involved, as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Navy.
Article 66
When empowered by the Secretary of the Navy pursuant to 
article 26 to order summary courts-martial, the commanding 
officer of a naval hospital or hospital ship shall be empowered 
to order such courts and deck courts, and inflict the punish-
ments which the commander of a naval vessel is authorized by 
law to inflict, upon all enlisted men of the naval service attached 
thereto, whether for duty or as patients.
Article 67
When a force of marines is embarked on a naval vessel, or ves-

sels, as a separate organization, not a part of the authorized 
complement thereof, the authority and powers of the officers 
of such separate organization of marines shall be the same as 
though such organization were serving at a navy yard on shore, 
but nothing herein shall be construed as impairing the para-
mount authority of the commanding officer of any naval vessel 
over the vessel under his command and all persons embarked 
thereon.
Article 68
The depositions of witnesses may be taken on reasonable notice 
to the opposite party, and when duly authenticated, may be put 
in evidence before naval courts, except in capital cases and cases 
where the punishment may be imprisonment or confinement 
for more than one year as follows:
(1) Depositions of civilian witnesses residing outside the State, 
Territory, or District in which a naval court is ordered to sit.
(2) Depositions of persons in the naval or military service 
stationed or residing outside the State, Territory or District in 
which a naval court is ordered to sit, or who are under orders to 
go outside of such State, Territory, or District.
(3) Where such naval court is convened on board a vessel of 
the United States, or at a naval station not within any State, 
Territory, or District of the United States, the depositions of 
witnesses may be taken and used as herein provided whenever 
such witnesses reside or are stationed at such a distance from 
the place where said naval court is ordered to sit, or are about 
to go to such a distance as, in the judgement of the convening 
authority, would render it impracticable to secure their personal 
attendance.
Article 69
Judges advocate of naval general courts-martial and courts 
of inquiry, and all commanders in chief of naval squadrons, 
commandants of navy yards and stations, officers command-
ing vessels of the Navy, and recruiting officers of the Navy, and 
the adjutant and inspector, assistants adjutant and inspector, 
commanding officers, recruiting officers of the Marine Corps, 
and such other officers of the regular Navy and Marine Corps, 
of the Naval Reserve, and of the Marine Corps Reserve, as may 
be hereafter designated by the Secretary of the Navy, are autho-
rized to administer oaths for the purposes of the administration 
of naval justice and for other purposes of naval administration.
Article 70
Any officer of the Navy or Marine Corps detailed to conduct an 
investigation, and the recorder, and if there be none the presid-
ing officer, of any naval board appointed for such purpose, shall 
have authority 
to administer an 
oath to any wit-
ness attending to 
testify or depose 
in the course of 
such investiga-
tion.
[END]
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The Latest Addition to the Fleet

USS Zumwalt, DDG-1000
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Remembrances
  I was aboard in 1955-56.  I do have an interesting
story about a coincidence then.  At the time I was in, 1952-
1956, I think there were probably about 600,000
men and women the Navy. And I’m guessing there were 
maybe 200 or more ships.   The complement of men serv-
ing on the Iowa in 1955 was, I think, about 2,000.
     So, with men working in different divisions, with differ-
ent working hours, and many compartments, a guy could 
be on board for months without ever running into another 
guy from his home town.
     Anyway, the Iowa was about to set sail for Gitmo, and 
we were transporting a number of sailors there. Into my 
compartment comes a sailor I had been stationed with at 
Yorktown, Virginia – before pulling duty in Panama for 
nine months. Wow, what are the odds? And, just as we 
were exchanging greetings, another sailor comes down the 
ladder, and, still out of my sight, recognizes my voice and 
calls out “Hey Gately!” It was Jack Gibb, a friend from high 
school.
     Talk about amazing coincidences.
 Donald Gately

     Steve DerMargosian and I were shipmates and Good 
Buddies, Dale Ricks was also one of us that did everything 
together while in Port.  I have many of the same photos 
that Susan Submitted.  Dale Ricks was from Price , Utah, 
and I was from Okanogan,Washington.
     In April of 2013 my wife and I and two of my children 
and their spouses made the rip to visit the Iowa Museum.  
It was wonderful to revisit the Iowa.  Joe Hughes, Volun-
teer, gave us a “Red Carpet” tour.
     I served from Jan. 1944 thru 1946.  One particular 
incident that was special for me, A box of apples  appeared 
on the Chow line, they were from Washington and packed 
in a small town of Okanogan, Washington. by a lady who 
I had known all my life.  It was heartwarming to have that 
little bit of home in the middle of the Pacific.

Elmer W. Rappe
P.O. Box 453

Malott, Wa. 98829

     Your excellent article “Where was IOWA Hit?” awak-
ened memories of Mille Atoll, 18 March 1944.  I was a 
Seaman First Class, a designated Gunners Mate Striker, in 
the 6th Division.  My battle station and cleaning station 

Special thanks to Bryan Moss, whose 
friend took these in Maine.  
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(assigned to me in January 1943) was 40MM Mount #6, 
located on IOWA’s port side, amid ship.
     The gun crew of Mount #6 consisted of eleven men, all 
from the 6th Division; Mount Captain (John Papuga) Sea-
man First Class, Pointer (me), Trainer, four First Loaders, 
and four Second Loaders.  Ready service ammunition was 
available to the Second Loaders, from nu-
merous brackets, welded to the inside of the 
STS splinter shield.  Each bracket held four 
40MM cartridges, clipped together. 
     I watched 16 inch projectiles detonate 
on the Atoll sending up clouds of dust.  My 
attention was locked on a yellow flash that 
often arose from the center of a dust cloud.  
The enemy was firing 4.7 or 6 inch projec-
tiles at IOWA.  Someone shouted: “Look! 
They are falling short!  They can’t reach 
us!” In short order a whistling projectile 
screamed over 40MM Mount #6 to splash off 
the starboard side. 
     The gun crew on Mount #6 was ordered 
to evacuate, seeking shelter on the starboard 
side of the ship.  Which I promptly did, and 
stayed until all shooting had ceased. 
Later that afternoon I was ordered to ac-

company a 6th Division Gunners Mate on an inspection 
of 40MM Mount #1, located on the starboard side of the 
promenade deck, 01 level, abaft Turret II.  The Mount 
survived the shootout.  Its ready service ammunition did 
not. Numerous 40MM brass cartridges stored in brackets 
inside the STS splinter shield were pierced by shrapnel.  
We inspected each clip for punctures.  A single puncture 
on any one of the four rounds condemned the clip and all 
to the sea. 
     On 18 March 1944 “the crew” in question was Turret II 
personnel at General Quarters, then engaged in a shootout 
with Mille’s coastal defense batteries.  But during day-
light hours (Condition III) Turret II personnel normally 
manned 40MM Mount #1.
     In October 1944 I was reassigned from Mount #6 to 
Mount #2 located on the promenade deck, port side, abaft 
Turret II.  The Mount Captain was a Gunners Mate 2nd 
class.  I was still a Seaman First class.  After two weeks 
I was designated Mount Captain and relieved the Gun-
ners Mate 2nd Class who went into Turret II permanently.  
Thereafter I was responsible for the maintenance and 
upkeep of 40MM Mount #2.  My battle station and Condi-
tion One-Able was Mount #2.  When “Torpedo Defense” 
was sounded by the Bugler, Machine gun personnel raced 
to their guns.  Personnel of the 6th Division arriving at 
Mount 2 would shout to departing Turret II personnel: 
“Get in your cheese box..run, run!”  And that is why at the 
Mille shootout none of the crew was injured”.  The crew 
was inside Turret II.  

Lloyd C. Davis LT USN (Ret)

Iowa’s Father James Danner receives the Defense Superior Service Medal from General 
Petraeus upon his retirement.  General Petraeus commented on number of combat “V”s on 

Danner’s ribbons - something he did not have.
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By AMANDA WILLIAMS FOR MAILONLINE (Daily 
Mail)

     A Lego-mad fisherman spent three years building the 
world’s biggest model of a US warship - only to find an 
American 
rival had 
beaten him 
by inches.
Jim Mc-
Donough 
painstakingly 
built a 24ft 
scale model 
of the 890ft 
USS Mis-
souri with 
thousands of 
toy bricks in 
Redford, near 
Arbroath in 
Angus.
When he 
embarked on 
the model 
in his garage 
three years ago, his research told him it was going to be the 
biggest Lego ship in the world. 
     But it seems his effort was in vain - after he was been 
pipped at the post by Minneapolis-based enthusiast Dan 
Siskind, whose creation is 25.5ft long.  Mr Siskind used 
more than one million Lego bricks to recreate the 1:35 
scale of the USS Missouri.
     Mr. McDonough prides himself on not gluing them 
together - which he regards as ‘cheating’.  The 51-year-old 
has a garage crammed with a flotilla of Lego battleships, 
aircraft carriers, planes, fishing vessels and landing craft.  
His 1:40 scale model of the USS Missouri is moored beside 
the USS Arizona, sunk at Pearl Harbour, and a Japanese 
carrier with lines of Zero fighters.  He said: ‘I think the 
biggest in the world is a few inches longer, but when I 
started building mine three years ago it was probably the 
biggest.’
     ‘I don’t use glue and everything can be taken apart. If 
you go to Legoland it’s all glued together, which to me is 
cheating because anyone can glue stuff together.’

When asked whether his next project, the carrier USS 
Saratoga, would be built larger in order to compete, he 
said that would not be in keeping with the scale of his 
other vessels.
     The original warship was the site of the surrender of the 
Empire of Japan, which ended the Second World War.
His partner Mandy, 51, said the family have supported his 
passion, even when sections of the Missouri took over the 
kitchen in winter. 
     Mr. McDonough broke down his first models in order 

to save space 
and use bricks 
on later proj-
ects.  But he is 
running out of 
garage room 
since the fam-
ily begged him 
to keep them.
     ‘When Lego 
was invented 
I was about 
four or five 
and have kept 
buying it since 
then,’ he said.  
‘But we’re 
running out 
of space and 
need a big-

ger house and 
bigger garage to house it all.  The last thing you want to do 
is build that, take a picture and break them down again.’   
Mr. McDonough works on an Arbroath-based dredger 
and spends much of his cabin time drawing the world he 
sees around him. 
     Largely self-taught, the fisherman has spent years draw-
ing subjects on request from friends and neighbours.
‘I’ve got too many hobbies and not enough time to do 
them all,’ he said.
     Impressed by the size and detail of the recreation - each 
is built from plans sourced online - the USS Missouri me-
morial museum in Hawaii has highlighted his model.
Mr Siskind told American TV show Beyond the Brick that 
he had been working ‘30-hour marathon’ sessions to build 
his version of the USS Missouri.
     He said: ‘As far as i know, it’s the longest ship of any 
kind built out of Lego in the world. I could be wrong, 
someone correct me if I am.  It’s built in ten different 
sections, 30 inches long each. It’s built to travel - this is a 
museum piece.’

Lego Ship

Mr. Jim McDonough stands beside his Lego replica of USS Missouri.  (DM)
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     Hirō Onoda was an Impe-
rial Japanese Army intel-
ligence officer who fought in 
World War II and a Japanese 
holdout who did not sur-
render in 1945. In 1974, his 
former commander traveled 
from Japan to personally 
issue orders relieving him 
from duty. Onoda had spent 
almost 30 years holding out 
in the Philippines.  He held 
the rank of Second Lieutenant in the Imperial Japanese 
Army.
     In 1944, Onoda was sent to the small island of Lubang 
in the western Philippines to spy on U.S. forces in the area. 
Allied forces defeated the Japanese imperial army in the 
Philippines in the latter stages of the war, but Onoda, a 
lieutenant, evaded capture. While most of the Japanese 
troops on the island withdrew or surrendered in the face 
of oncoming American forces, Onoda and a few fellow 
holdouts hid in the jungles, dismissing messages saying 
the war was over.
     For 29 years, he survived on food gathered from the 
jungle or stolen from lo-
cal farmers. After losing 
his comrades to various 
circumstances, Onoda was 
eventually persuaded to 
come out of hiding in 1974. 
His former commanding 
officer traveled to Lubang 
to see him and tell him he 
was released from his mili-
tary duties. In his battered 
old army uniform, Onoda 
handed over his sword, 
nearly 30 years after Japan 
surrendered.
     “Every Japanese soldier was prepared for death, but 
as an intelligence officer I was ordered to conduct guer-
rilla warfare and not to die,” Onoda told CNN affiliate, 
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. “I had to follow 
my orders as I was a soldier.” He returned to Japan, where 
he received a hero’s welcome, a figure from a different era 
emerging into post-war modernity. But anger remained in 
the Philippines, where he was blamed for multiple killings.

The Philippines government pardoned him. But when he 
returned to Lubang in 1996, relatives of people he was ac-
cused of killing gathered to demand compensation.
     After his return to Japan, he moved to Brazil in 1975 
and set up a cattle ranch. “Japan’s philosophy and ideas 
changed dramatically after World War II,” Onoda told 
ABC. “That philosophy clashed with mine so I went to 
live in Brazil.” In 1984, he set up an organization, Onoda 
Shizenjyuku, to train young Japanese in the survival and 
camping skills he had acquired during his decades in 
Lubang’s jungles. His adventures are detailed in his book 
“No Surrender: My Thirty-year War.” The Japan Times 
excerpted some of the book’s highlights in 2007.
Here is a sample:
— “Men should never compete with women. If they do, 
the guys will always lose. That is because women have a 
lot more endurance. My mother said that, and she was so 
right.”
— “If you have some thorns in your back, somebody needs 
to pull them out for you. We need buddies. The sense of 
belonging is born in the family and later includes friends, 
neighbors, community and country. That is why the idea 
of a nation is really important.”
— “Life is not fair and people are not equal. Some people 
eat better than others.”
— “Once you have burned your tongue on hot miso soup, 
you even blow on the cold sushi. This is how the Japanese 
government now behaves toward the U.S. and other na-

tions.”
     Onoda was born in 
March 1922 in Wakayama, 
western Japan, according 
to his organization. He was 
raised in a family with six 
siblings in a village near 
the ocean. Hiroyasu Miwa, 
a staff member of the 
organization that Onodo 
started in 1984, said 
Onodo died of pneumonia 
Thursday afternoon at St. 
Luke’s Hospital in Tokyo. 
He had been sick since 

December. Ever the faithful soldier, Onoda did not regret 
the time he had lost.  “I became an officer and I received 
an order,” Onodo told ABC. “If I could not carry it out, I 
would feel shame. I am very competitive.”
     Onoda trained as an intelligence officer in the comman-
do class “Futamata” of Nakano School. On December 26, 
1944, he was sent to Lubang Island in the Philippines. He 
was ordered to do all he could to hamper enemy attacks 

The Story of Hiro Onoda

He Didn’t Give Up

Hirō Onoda
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on the island, including destroying the airstrip and the 
pier at the harbor. Onoda’s orders also stated that under no 
circumstances was he to surrender or take his own life.
When he landed on the island, Onoda joined forces with a 
group of Japanese soldiers who had been sent there previ-
ously. The officers in the group outranked Onoda and pre-
vented him from carrying out his assignment, which made 
it easier for United States and Philippine Commonwealth 
forces to take the island when they landed on February 28, 
1945. Within a short time of the landing, all but Onoda 
and three other soldiers had either died or surrendered. 
Onoda, who had been promoted to lieutenant, ordered the 
men to take to the hills.
     The first time they saw a leaflet announcing that Japan 
had surrendered was in October 1945; another cell had 
killed a cow and found a leaflet left behind by islanders 
which read: “The war ended on August 15. Come down 
from the mountains!” However, they mistrusted the 
leaflet, because another cell had been fired upon a few 

days previously. They concluded that the leaflet was Allied 
propaganda, and also believed that they would not have 
been fired on if the war had indeed been over. Toward the 
end of 1945, leaflets were dropped by air with a surrender 
order printed on them from General Tomoyuki Yamashita 
of the Fourteenth Area Army. They had been in hiding for 
over a year, and this leaflet was the only evidence they had 
the war was over. Onoda’s group looked very closely at the 
leaflet to determine whether it was genuine, and decided 
it was not.Onoda continued his campaign as a Japanese 
holdout, initially living in the mountains with three fellow 
soldiers (Private Yūichi Akatsu, Corporal Shōichi Shimada 
and Private First Class Kinshichi Kozuka). During his stay, 
Onoda and his companions carried out guerrilla activi-

ties, killed some 30 Filipino inhabitants of the island, and 
engaged in several shootouts with the police.
     One of the four, Yuichi Akatsu walked away from the 
others in September 1949 and surrendered to Filipino 
forces in 1950 after six months on his own. This seemed 
like a security problem to the others and they became 
even more careful. In 1952 letters and family pictures were 
dropped from aircraft urging them to surrender, but the 
three soldiers concluded that this was a trick. Shimada 
was shot in the leg during a shoot-out with local fisher-
men in June 1953, after which Onoda nursed him back 
to health. On May 7, 1954, Shimada was killed by a shot 
fired by a search party looking for the men. Kozuka was 
killed by two shots fired by local police on October 19, 
1972, when he and Onoda, as part of their guerrilla activi-
ties, were burning rice that had been collected by farmers. 
Onoda was now alone. Though Onoda had been officially 
declared dead in December 1959, this event suggested that 
it was likely he was still alive and search parties were sent 
out, but did not find him.
     On February 20, 1974, Onoda met a Japanese man, 
Norio Suzuki, who was traveling around the world, look-
ing for “Lieutenant Onoda, a panda, and the Abominable 
Snowman, in that order”. Suzuki found Onoda after four 
days of searching. Onoda described this moment in a 2010 
interview: “This hippie boy Suzuki came to the island to 
listen to the feelings of a Japanese soldier. Suzuki asked me 
why I would not come out …” Onoda and Suzuki became 
friends, but Onoda still refused to surrender, saying that 
he was waiting for orders from a superior officer. Suzuki 
returned to Japan with photographs of himself and Onoda 
as proof of their encounter, and the Japanese government 
located Onoda’s commanding officer, Major Yoshimi 
Taniguchi, who had since become a bookseller. He flew 
to Lubang where on March 9, 1974, he finally met with 

Onoda at his final surrender (AP)

Onoda surrenders his sword to Philippine officials
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Onoda and fulfilled the promise made in 1944, “Whatever 
happens, we’ll come back for you,” by issuing him the fol-
lowing orders:
1. In accordance with the Imperial command, the 
Fourteenth Area Army has ceased all combat activity.
2. In accordance with military Headquarters Com-
mand No. A-2003, the Special Squadron of Staff ’s Head-
quarters is relieved of all military duties.
3. Units and individuals under the command of Spe-
cial Squadron are to cease military activities and opera-
tions immediately and place themselves under the com-
mand of the nearest superior officer. When no officer can 
be found, they are to communicate with the American or 
Philippine forces and follow their directives.
     Onoda was thus properly relieved of duty, and he sur-
rendered. He turned over his sword, his functioning Ari-
saka Type 99 rifle, 500 rounds of ammunition and several 
hand grenades, as well as the dagger his mother had given 
him in 1944 to kill himself with if he was captured. Only 
private Teruo Nakamura, arrested on 18 December 1974 
in Indonesia, held out for longer.
     Though he had killed people and engaged in shoot-
outs with the police, the circumstances (namely, that he 
believed that the war was still ongoing) were taken into 
consideration, and Onoda received a pardon from Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos.
     Onoda was so popular following his return to Japan 
that some Japanese urged him to run for the Diet (Japan’s 
bicameral legislature). He also released a ghostwritten 
autobiography, No Surrender: My Thirty-Year War, shortly 
after his return, detailing his life as a guerrilla fighter in a 
war that was long over. A Philippine documentary inter-
viewed people who lived on Lubang Island during Onoda’s 
stay, revealing that Onoda had killed several people, which 
he had not mentioned in his autobiography.  The news me-
dia reported on this and other misgivings, but at the same 
time welcomed his return home. The Japanese government 

offered him a large sum of money in back pay, which he 
refused. When money was pressed on him by well-wish-
ers, he donated it to Yasukuni Shrine.
     Onoda was reportedly unhappy being the subject of 
so much attention and troubled by what he saw as the 
withering of traditional Japanese values. In April 1975, 
he followed the example of his elder brother Tadao and 
left Japan for Brazil, where he raised cattle. He married in 
1976 and assumed a leading role in Colônia Jamic (Jamic 
Colony), the Japanese community in Terenos, Mato Gros-
so do Sul, Brazil. After reading about a Japanese teenager 
who had murdered his parents in 1980, Onoda returned 

to Japan in 1984 and established the Onoda Shizen Juku 
(“Onoda Nature School”) educational camp for young 
people, held at various locations in Japan.
     Onoda revisited Lubang Island in 1996, donating 
US$10,000 for the local school on Lubang. His wife, 
Machie Onoda, became the head of the conservative Japan 
Women’s Association in 2006.   He used to spend three 
months of the year in Brazil. Onoda was awarded the Mer-
it medal of Santos-Dumont by the Brazilian Air Force on 
December 6, 2004.   On February 21, 2010, the Legislative 
Assembly of Mato Grosso do Sul awarded him the title of 
“Cidadão do (Citizen of) Mato Grosso do Sul.” Onoda was 
affiliated to the openly revisionist organization Nippon 
Kaigi, which advocates a restoration of the administrative 
power of the Monarchy and militarism in Japan.
     Onoda died of heart failure on 16 January 2014, at St. 
Luke’s International Hospital in Tokyo, due to complica-
tions from pneumonia.  Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga commented on his death: “I vividly re-
member that I was reassured of the end of the war when 
Mr Onoda returned to Japan” and also praised his will to 
survive.Onoda in 2010

Onoda at his surrender in 1974
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10 Things You Don’t 
Know About The 
Japanese Surrender
     This year marks the 70th anniversary of the announce-
ment on August 14 (August 15 Tokyo time) 1945 by Em-
peror Hirohito of the acceptance of the Potsdam terms for 
unconditional surrender (with the condition that he could 
remain as a figurehead emperor). The period from Hiro-
hito’s announcement until the formal surrender aboard 
the U.S.S. Missouri on September 2 is a fascinating period 
chock full of things you probably don’t know.  Here are ten 
things that happened surrounding the surrender.
     1. Although the formal surrender of Japan did not 
occur until September 2, 1945 aboard the U.S.S. Mis-
souri, the occupation of that nation began five days earlier 
when a team of 150 American personnel arrived at Atsugi 
airfield on August 28. They were originally supposed to 
arrive on August 25 but a Japanese delegation in Ma-
nila informed the Americans that several more day were 
needed to ensure that military resistors to the surrender 
could be disarmed. They were correct since a few days be-
fore the Americans arrived, Japanese pilots took off from 
Atsugi airfield and dropped leaflets on Tokyo and other 
cities urging resistance by the civilians. Fortunately those 
pilots were gone, along with any resistance, by the time the 
Americans arrived at Atsugi.
     2. The surrender ceremony aboard the U.S.S. Missouri 
on September 2 was carefully planned...except for one 
small but very important detail. The fancy British mahog-
any table brought aboard the Missouri for the surrender 
was too small for the two large documents that had to be 

signed. In desperation, an 
ordinary table from the 
crew’s mess was drafted 
as a replacement. It was 
covered by a green coffee-
stained tablecloth from 
a wardroom. After the 
2 surrender documents 
were signed on the table, 
it was returned to the 
mess and was being set 
for lunch until the ship’s 
captain and others real-
ized it was an historical 
object and removed for posterity.
     3. There were 280 allied warships in Tokyo Bay when 
the surrender took place but no aircraft carriers. They 
were out at sea as a reserve force just in case the Japanese 
changed their minds.
     4. There was a thick cover of low dark clouds over To-
kyo Bay during the 20 minute surrender ceremony. Un-
fortunately, 2000 planes were scheduled to fly over the bay 
the moment the ceremony finished. However, at the last 
moment the clouds suddenly parted, as if in a Hollywood 
movie production, and the sun burst through allowing all 
aboard the U.S.S. Missouri to view the mightiest display of 
air power ever seen.
     5. When Emperor Hirohito announced over the radio 
the acceptance of the allied terms of surrender on August 
15 (Tokyo time), very few Japanese listening to him un-
derstood what he was saying because he was using formal 
court language not used by the general populace. It wasn’t 
until the radio announcers followed up by describing what 
he said that the public understood what he meant.
     6. After Emperor Hirohito made his surrender an-
nouncement, the Japanese public ran through a gamut of 
emotions...anger, despair, sadness, and relief. However, 
one Japanese person had a very different thought on his 
mind...how to make money off the surrender. He was 
Ogawa Kikumatsu, a book editor. Ogawa was on a busi-
ness trip when the surrender was announced on the radio. 
He immediately returned to Tokyo by train and while trav-
eling he began thinking of how to take advantage of the 
impending occupation.. By the time he reached Tokyo, he 
had his idea...to publish a guide booklet of Japanese phras-
es translated into English with the aid of phonetics. It took 
less than three days for Ogawa and his team to prepare the 
32 page booklet and it was published exactly a month after 
the surrender. Its first run of 300,000 copies sold out im-
mediately and by the end of 1945, 3.5 million copies had 
been sold. Here are some sample English phrases from the 

Hirohito

Tokyo Bay as Japan surrendered.
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   The Iowan History Letter is an independent online 
magazine, and produced as a keepsake journal for Battle-
ship Iowa museum volunteers, former crewmen of USS 
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cartoons and stories are the sole property of their authors.  
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any possible copyright infringements are found, please let 
us know and corrections will be made.
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booklet followed by the phonetics that the Japanese used:
Thank you!

Thank you, awfully!
How do you do?

San kyu!
San kyu, ofuri!
Hau dei dou?

     7. One of the biggest concerns of the Japanese govern-
ment after the announcement by Hirohito on August 15 
was to find “comfort girls” who would serve as a buffer to 
protect the chastity of the majority of the Japanese women 
from the occupation troops. Government funds were used 
to set up the “Recreation and Amusement Association” for 
this purpose. Ironically most Japanese prostitutes resisted 
recruitment since they believed wartime propaganda 
cartoons portraying Americans as having oversized sex or-
gans and they didn’t want to risk bodily injury. Therefore, 
other women had to be recruited into the “buffer zone.”

     8. The women of the Recre-
ation and Amusement Associa-
tion were known as Okichis 
after a woman named Okichi 
who was assigned to be the 
consort of the first American 
consul to Japan, Townsend 
Harris, in 1856 to keep him 
from hitting on other Japanese 
women. You can see Okichi 
portrayed in a 1958 movie, 
“The Barbarian and the Gei-
sha,” starring Eiko Ando as 

Okichi and John Wayne as 
Townsend Harris. However, there is no record of Consul 
Harris ever saying, “Hit the sack, pilgrim!”
     9. Soupy Sales was almost torpedoed by the Japanese 
after the surrender... Although most Japanese surrendered 
peacefully following the surrender, some of them didn’t 
know about the surrender due to poor communications. 
The U.S.S. Randall, an attack transport, was on its way 
back to the states just after the surrender when a Japanese 
submarine was detected following it. One of the sailors 
aboard who performed a White Fang comedy act over the 
ship’s PA system, Seaman Milton Supman (Soupy Sales) 
worried that the Japanese submarine captain hadn’t heard 
about the surrender. Or perhaps the Japanese captain just 
didn’t like Soupy’s shtick. No torpedoes were fired nor was 
Soupy Sales harmed during that incident.
     10. For a long time after the Japanese surrender, many 
imperial troops had not heard about it and took years to 
surrender. The last holdout was Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda 
who was discovered to be still holding out on Lubang 

island in the Philippines in 1974. Although he was known 
to be a holdout he eluded searchers until he was found by 
a Japanese college dropout, Norio Suzuki, who was on a 
mission to travel the world in a search for Onoda, a panda, 
and the Abominable Snowman in that order. In 1986, Su-
zuki died in the Himalayas attempting to find the Abomi-
nable Snowman. It is unknown whether Suzuki ever found 
a panda but perhaps he was unable to travel to the San 
Diego Zoo to see them.

Hunter Goforth Finishes 
Third Book on Iowa
 
    Your Editor’s latest book is out, entitled Arctic Wind.  It 
is the third book written by Hunter Goforth ivolving USS 
Iowa and its crew.  It can be found at Amazon Kindle for 
only $3.99.  The other two books are Tempered Steel and 
Sending Messages.  
     After Russia takes over the Crimea, it is followed up 
by the Ukraine and several 
other former Warsaw Pact 
states.  The line is drawn in 
Poland and when the coun-
try is invaded, a war ensues.  
     Once again, USS Iowa 
and her crew are sent into 
harm’s way and take part in 
an invasion in the Black Sea.  
There, the ship’s chaplain 
leads some of the crew to 
perform above and beyond 
the call of duty.

Okichi


